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The Honorable Gary A. Condit
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
920 16th Street, Suite C
Modesto, CA 95354

Dear Congressman Condit:
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Thank you for forwarding your constituent's letter regarding the Commission's
Report and Order on low power FM (LPFM) radio service. Your constituent, John
Huffman, expressed his concern about the Commission's decision to authorize
noncommercial educational LPFM service at 10 watt and 100 watt power levels and not
allowing LP 1000 stations or commercial LPFM service.

On January 20,2000, the Commission issued a Report and Order, concluding our
rule making proceeding by authorizing two new classes of noncommercial LPFM service
designed to serve very localized communities or underrepresented groups within
communities. Let me assure you that the Commission reached all decisions in the Report
and Order, including those about the noncommercial nature of the service and the power
levels for the service, only after carefully and fully considering all the issues in the
proceeding.

In deciding to authorize LPI0 and LPI00 stations, but not LPI000 stations, the
Commission considered the possibility of interference that might have resulted from
authorizing LP 1000 stations, and it limited LPFM to LP 100, with power from 50-100
watts and a service radius of about 3.5 miles; and LPI 0, with power from 1-10 watts and
a service radius of about 1 to 2 miles.

In deciding to authorize LPFM stations on a noncommercial rather than a
commercial basis, the Commission reviewed the record and determined that
noncommercial service would be the best way to bring additional diversity to radio
broadcasting and serve local community needs in a focused manner. Eligible licensees
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can be noncommercial government or private educational organizations, associations or
entities; non-profit entities with educational purposes; or government or non-profit
entities providing local public safety or transportation services.

Thank you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

Roy 1. Stewart
Chief, Mass Media Bureau
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